HEXHAM

where they were hidden by their strange protector, who, faith-
ful to his trust, led them to safety. In the subsequent Tudor
risings in the north as in the Civil War and the Jacobite re-
bellion of 1715, Hexham, although no battle took place there,
occupied a strategic position and its citizens seem to have
been of a warlike disposition. By the end of the eighteenth
century, however, it had settled down to the life of a country
town, whose attractive pillared market hall bears witness to
the importance of' Hexham market'. But close by the market*
the Moot Hall and the Manor Office remind one in their
architecture of the days when the town alarm bell might sum-
mon the citizens to arms against the Scots.
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